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of indissolubility; free-thinkers because it offends
nearly every principle of humanity; Anglican
Churchmen and feminists because the sexes are
on an inequality as regards adultery. Everyone
agrees that if divorce is to exist at all it ought to
be as possible for the poor as for the rich, and no
person acquainted with the subject can be ignorant
that the present system of extending divorce to the
poor is of no possible use for those who live at any
distance from London and have to bring their
witnesses to London for the trial. It is, of course,
not remarkable that in this country we should not
merely ignore the admirable law of divorce north of
the Tweed, which grants divorce for desertion and
equalises the sexes as to adultery, but should also
decline to adopt the well-thought-out details of the
Scottish system which make, and have always
made, divorce as easy for the poor as for the rich.
It is by this time notorious that the unjust, illogical,
and immoral laws of this country result in a vast
number of individuals being permanently separated
from each other in the prime of life, which is largely
responsible for the birth of forty thousand illegiti-
mate children every year and for the loss to the State
of many children possible for men and women who
feel it unfair to impose the stigma of illegitimacy on
their children.

The great war of our time has brought this home
to anyone who has to deal with the relief of soldiers'
dependents; and even before the war concubinage
was recognised by the State, as I have before
pointed out, in certain statutes, owing to the tardy
recognition by our legislators of the fact that the